
The Weeds and the Wheat

A man sowed good seed in his field. His enemy came and sowed weeds all
through the wheat. When the wheat grew, the weeds appeared as well. The
servants said, ‘Master, where have the weeds come from?’ He answered,
‘An enemy has done this.’ His servants said, ‘Do you want us to go and pull
them up?’ He replied, ‘No, if you pull up the weeds you might uproot the
wheat along with them. Let them grow together until harvest; then first
collect the weeds and tie them in bundles for burning; but gather the wheat
into my barn.’ (Matthew 13:24-43)

Surely, the landowner must have been furious that his enemy sabotaged
his field.  But he doesn’t lose his cool.  He steps back and thinks things
through.  He realizes that this particular kind of weed, zizania, looks almost
identical to wheat in the early stages of growth.  He cleverly devises a way
to profit from this bad situation and by the end of the story, he not only has
a yield of wheat, but also a supply of kindling for cooking fires—a valuable
commodity in Jesus’ day.

When we let anger and other emotions take over, we tend to make rash
judgments and to respond poorly to complicated problems.  Let’s think
about the sins and mistakes that we’ve made in our lives: weren’t many of
them made because we became overwhelmed with anger, fear, lust,
infatuation, or craving?  Looking back, wouldn’t we have been better off
doing as the landowner did: keeping calm, reasoning carefully, looking for a
creative and happy solution?

For example, when we are exposed to provocative news in religion or
politics—whether the news outlet is from the right or from the left—we tend
to become angry or fearful.  That anger or fear leads us to rash conclusions
and knee-jerk reactions.  Our emotions convince us of our certainty of what
is wheat and what is weed.  And then the thrashing begins.  This problem is
particularly destructive when we pronounce judgement (“You Weeds!”) on
people who disagree with us.  Every one of us are made in God’s image



and are beloved by God.  So the weeds in our world, then, are not the
people but rather the problems that the people are trying to resolve.   But
our emotions do not allow for this subtle distinction and we attack the wheat
(good people who happen to disagree with us) along with the weeds
(complicated problems).

Abraham Lincoln once said, “Give me six hours to chop down a tree and I
will spend the first four sharpening the axe.”  We currently have some
painful and complicated problems to tackle in our world.  Let’s follow
Lincoln’s lead and take our time preparing our tools for solving the
problems.  Let’s not let our emotions lead us to harsh conclusions and
unloving responses.  Let’s follow the landowner in today’s Gospel who
personifies God.  Let’s carefully find creative ways to create a more faithful,
hopeful, and loving world.
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